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A MESSAGE FROM JUDY REESE MORSE, PRESIDENT & CEO

As we continue working for the betterment of communities across Louisiana, the Urban League of Louisiana
is pleased to present its annual legislative agenda, a comprehensive, nonpartisan review of the bills proposed
within the 2025 Louisiana Legislative session.

Once again, our agenda is informed by and rooted in the voices of everyday Louisianans, shaped through
our statewide listening tour and empowerment and policy conference, as well as our ongoing work in
equity, justice and civic engagement. Our agenda is centered on advancing legislation that is crucial to the
people we serve. While our efforts focus on seven cities - Alexandria, Baton Rouge, Lafayette, Lake Charles,
New Orleans, Monroe and Shreveport - our agenda is centered on advancing legislation that is impactful
for communities statewide. After careful review, we have identified bills that have the potential to create
meaningful, positive change - whether that’s improving education, lowering insurance premiums, securing
livable wages, or enhancing public safety.

It is important to stress that this agenda is not a political exercise; it is a call for transparency, accountability
and action. We are committed to ensuring that legislators remain focused on their true responsibility - all of
the people of Louisiana. It is imperative that every legislator be held accountable for how their actions affect
our collective future. Our goal is to shed light on the bills that are truly transformative and to push for real
solutions to the challenges we face as a state.

This is not just about passing legislation; it’s about passing the right legislation—bills that reflect the values,
needs, and aspirations of our communities. We will continue to stand alongside those who are advocating
for a Louisiana that is better for all, ensuring that our state thrives now and in the future.

Our 2025 legislative priorities are bold and focused, including :

e SB206, authored by Senator Gary Carter, aims to establish a state minimum wage, beginning with $10/
hour in 2025. The bill proposes a practical, staggered increase of $2 every other year, culminating in
a $14/hour minimum wage by 2029. This approach will lift wages gradually and sustainably, helping
working families while giving businesses time to adjust.

e HB573, authored by Representative Edmond Jordan, is centered on transparency and accountability
in law enforcement. It creates a uniform data collection requirement for agencies across the state and
ensures that this critical data is made publicly accessible. This will empower communities, improve
policy decisions, and strengthen trust between law enforcement and the public.

Our Policy and Social Justice team is proud to have worked in a bipartisan manner throughout the legislature.
We also extend our sincere thanks to our past legislative authors, whose leadership and collaboration have
been essential in advancing policies that serve and uplift all Louisianans.

During these uncertain and chaotic times, | strongly encourage each of you to stay informed, stay engaged,
and participate, either in person or in writing during this legislative session. Together, we will hold our
legislators accountable and continue building a Louisiana we and future generations can be proud of.

Thank you for your continued support and for being an integral part of our shared vision for a stronger, more
prosperous Louisiana.

Sincerely,

Judy Reese Morse
President & CEO
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Dear Constituents and Colleagues,

I’'m excited to share not only what we’ve accomplished but also where we’re headed. Our 2025 agenda is
rooted in the voices of everyday Louisianans, shaped through our statewide listening tour, policy convenings,
and ongoing efforts in equity, justice, and civic engagement.

As we reflect on the 2025 legislative cycle, we are proud to share the significant strides we have made
together in advancing policies that uplift and empower the people of Louisiana. Through strong collaboration
with our legislative partners, advocates, and community members like you, we have helped shape a future
that prioritizes equity, opportunity, and progress.

One of our most impactful victories was the passage of House Bill 103, authored by Representative Nicholas
Muscarello and signed into law as Act 267. This transformative legislation ensures that beginning with the
2024-2025 school year, all Louisiana high school freshmen will be required to complete a course in Financial
Literacy as a condition of graduation.

Following the bill’'s signing into law, the Louisiana Department of Education (LDOE) and the Board of
Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) moved swiftly to initiate the formal Notice of Intent process in
January 2024 to update the state’s graduation requirements. By April, implementation planning had begun
in earnest. The LDOE has now officially updated graduation requirements to align with Act 267, making
Financial Literacy a mandatory course for all students graduating with the Class of 2028 and beyond.

To support this statewide rollout, the LDOE developed a robust set of tools including a comprehensive
FAQ, a Clearinghouse of vetted course providers, and sample instructional materials aligned to the new
standards. We are confident that this law will empower students with the knowledge they need to make
informed financial decisions throughout their lives.

In 2024, we continued to build on this momentum with the successful shepherding of two critical bills
through the legislature:

e Senate Bill 287, authored by Senator Royce Duplesis and co-authored by Representative Edmond
Jordan, focused on Eliminating Food Deserts, passed with overwhelming bipartisan support—89-5 in
the House and 38-1in the Senate.

e House Bill 820, authored by Representative Joy Walters, which became HB982, promoting Community
Policing and Public Safety, passed the House 98-0 and the Senate 35-4.

Despite this clear, cross-party mandate from our legislators, both bills were vetoed by the Governor Landry,
a decision we firmly oppose. These vetoes represent a profound disregard for the will of the people and the
bipartisan consensus in both chambers of our legislature. We remain steadfast in our resolve to fight for
policies that create safer communities and ensure access to healthy food for all Louisiana families.

We extend our deepest gratitude to the legislators who have worked tirelessly with us to craft and advance
legislation that addresses the needs of our most vulnerable populations. Your commitment and partnership
are invaluable, and we will continue to stand shoulder to shoulder in this shared pursuit of justice and equity.

Sincerely,

Tyronne B. Walker
Vice President for Policy, Strategic
Partnerships and Development
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ABOUT LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

The Urban League of Louisiana’s 2025 Legislative Policy Agenda is a nonpartisan account of
proposed legislation within the 2025 Louisiana Legislature Regular Session. ULLA’s Legislative
Agenda is informed by its constituents residing within the League’s seven target cities - Alexandria,
Baton Rouge, Lafayette, Lake Charles, New Orleans, Monroe, and Shreveport - via its 2023 and
2024 policy cycle. This includes featuring a statewide listening tour, policy conference, and policy
work groups; Wake Up Geaux Vote; the production of education equity reports; health equity
initiatives; criminal justice reform efforts; and legislative agenda during the Louisiana legislative

session.

Urban League of Louisiana’s Policy and Social Justice team have worked with legislators, advocates
& stakeholders to draft constituency focused policy prescriptions into filed legislation. These
proposed laws aim to impact - Food Deserts; Law Enforcement Reporting & Transparency; and
the Minimum Wage. In addition to filed legislation, ULLA is examining the impact and utilization
of current law.

“We need a long-term strategy to beat back
extreme policies in the state that negatively impact
the Black community.”

Shreveport Resident

POLICY PRIORITIES

The Urban League of Louisiana’s Policy Priorities aim to profoundly affect Black and Brown
communities within the League’s seven target cities and Louisianans as a whole. ULLA continues
to develop and implement a multifaceted approach of impacting the following Policy Priorities -
Criminal Justice Reform, where we’re addressing structural and historic issues within the criminal
justice systems; Closing the Racial Wealth Gap, via the SEE Change Collective which is a catalyst
focusing on Blacks, Hispanics, and Latinos; Education Equity, focusing on student access to
fair learning environments and teacher resources; Health Equity, through work to ensure that
underserved communities have access to quality healthcare; Safety, programs protecting citizens
from causes of danger, risk, or injury; Voting Rights, combating disenfranchisement and promoting
uninhibited, informed participation in our democracy; and Workforce & Economic Development,
strengthening minority businesses and Louisiana’s economy through increase access to capital
and the expansion of apprenticeship programs that lead to careers.
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LEGISLATIVE HIGHLIGHT: ACT 267 — ADVANCING FINANCIAL LITERACY
FOR LOUISIANA'S YOUTH

We are thrilled to announce the passage of Act 267, a landmark piece of legislation that requires
Louisiana high school students to complete one credit of financial literacy in order to graduate.
With the enactment of this law, Louisiana proudly joins a growing number of states across the
country that recognize the critical importance of equipping students with the financial knowledge
and skills necessary to succeed in today’s complex economy.

We extend our sincere thanks to Representative Nicholas Muscarello, who authored this important
legislation, and to the Louisiana Legislature for supporting it in a strong bipartisan manner.

Financial literacy education provides students with foundational tools for real-life decision-making
from budgeting and saving to understanding credit, loans, and investing. It empowers young
people to build financial stability, avoid debt traps, and make informed choices that can shape
their futures. Studies consistently show that early financial education leads to better financial
behaviors and outcomes in adulthood.

Act 267 is a significant step forward! The Urban League of Louisiana will continue to advocate for
comprehensive, culturally relevant, and accessible financial education for all students, regardless
of background. This includes pushing for high-quality teacher training and compensation, updated
curricula, and resources that reflect the realities students face outside the classroom.

We encourage all parents and guardians to learn more about Act 267 and what it means for
their students. Understanding the law is a crucial first step in supporting your child’s educational
journey and future financial success.

Key resources and updates regarding Act 267 can be found via the links below:

 Financial Literacy Implementation - Frequently Asked Questions (Spring 2024)

 Personal Finance Literacy Instruction Clearinghouse

* Financial Literacy Activities (L essons Aligned to Act 267)

 Balancing a Checkbook

e Basic Principles of Money

e Basic Principles of Personal Insurance

e  Completing a Loan Application

e Computing Interest Rates by Various Mechanisms

e Types of Bank Accounts Offered

Together, we can ensure Louisiana’s youth are not only academically prepared but financially
empowered.
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https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/academic-standards/financial-literacy-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=67696118_0
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/financial-literacy-clearinghouse.pdf?sfvrsn=12dd831f_6
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/academic-standards/financial-literacy-activities.pdf?sfvrsn=afb88c04_3
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ECbf5lYAZGcfu2CWmWrf3cbzc-PSXaj1VJFZCZLOPR8/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10bi1QzT62WqmxoKyZ1NGRf9Jss9cmGvzDkJxGR4Qes8/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.7eke042h1yyy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ox27lBQhqDDR2qjd-nYJs2okTX_JxksJQhMqKfstVks/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.8n6wjprziucm
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uvZpJwLo5NrHney0fg0viG90r2d9akkHCL9wJ3HWalY/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.7eke042h1yyy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_vyrCsOh1Z4-Hw6g8IPxZ0wrVIbhLfkr0zHQwLxWfYc/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.7eke042h1yyy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_vyrCsOh1Z4-Hw6g8IPxZ0wrVIbhLfkr0zHQwLxWfYc/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.7eke042h1yyy

“Police need to be refreshed and reminded of why

they took the job initially, to serve and protect, not

to kill Black and brown people just because of the
color of their skin.”

New Orleans Resident
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“Costs are rising and individuals in Monroe are
struggling to afford the cost of living.”

Monroe Resident
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“Inflation in all areas has to be a priority”
Lafayette Resident
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SAFETY & CRIMINAL JUSTICE

HB101 (Rep. Muscarello)

Committee: Criminal Justice
This bill ensures that individuals who are found factually innocent and had their
convictions overturned based on new evidence are entitled to compensation from the

state.

HB215 (Rep. Boyd)

Committee: Criminal Justice

This bill creates an exception in the state’s abortion laws for cases where the pregnancy
results from a sex offense committed against someone under 17 years old.

HB277 (Rep. Jordan)

Committee: Criminal Justice

This bill ensures that if a person cannot afford a lawyer, the court must appoint one
from the very beginning of their case until it ends—unless they choose to hire a private

attorney.

SB218 (Rep. Duplessis)

Committee: Judiciary B

This bill allows people who were convicted by a jury that wasn’t unanimous to request a
new review of their case, giving them a chance for relief or a new trial.

EDUCATION EQUITY

HB52 (Rep. Willard)

Committee: House Education
This bill adds studying financial aid, like FAFSA, to the required High School financial

literacy courses.

HB70 (Rep. Brass)

Committee.: House Education

This bill would allow more students to qualify for the TOPS-Tech scholarship by including
those who earn early college credit in high school through dual enrollment or other

approved learning programs.
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HB161 (Rep. Hughes)

Committee: House Education

This bill updates the rules about who qualifies for TOPS-Tech and TOPS-Tech Early Start
awards, helping more students understand and meet the criteria.

HB201 (Rep. St. Blanc)

Committee: House Education

This bill would allow students at schools rated “D” or “F” to join the R.E.A.D. program and
requires the state to send books to these schools for students to take home and use.

HB372 (Rep. Hughes)

Committee: Education

This bill would add computer science to the list of courses students can take to meet
high school graduation requirements, preparing them for tech-focused careers.

SB121 (Rep. Selders)

Committee: Senate Education

This bill allows schools to provide mental health screenings for students if a parent
consents to help identify and address issues early.

SB207 (Sen. Carter)

Committee: Senate Education

This bill ensures that all public high school students can take career and technical courses
that prepare them for the workforce.

HEALTH EQUITY

SB117 (Rep. Miguez)

Committee; Senate Education

This bill bans serving or selling ultra-processed foods in public schools. It requires schools
to certify compliance using a state-provided form and defines what counts as ultra-
processed food.
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QUALITY OF LIFE

HB133 (Rep. WILLARD)

Committee: Ways & Means

This bill would double the state earned income tax credit from 5% to 10% of the federal credit
amount, helping low- to moderate-income workers keep more of their earnings through 2030.

HB148 (Rep. Wiley)

Committee: Insurance

This bill would require insurance companies to show customers what they paid for their
previous policy when renewing home or car insurance, making it easier to spot price increases.

HB288 (Rep. Boyd)

Committee: House Commerce

This bill updates rules for real estate appraisers, including requirements for ongoing education
and clarifies definitions used in state law

HB329 (Rep. Hebert)

Committee: Insurance

This bill outlines how specific taxes and fees collected by the Department of Insurance should
be used or distributed by the state.

HB330 (Rep. Jordan)

Committee: Ways & Means

This bill offers a state income tax credit to homeowners who pay more than a set amount on
their annual insurance premiums, helping to offset rising insurance costs.

SB28 (Sen. Talbot)

Committee: Senate Rev. & Fiscal Affairs

This bill offers a state income tax credit to homeowners who upgrade to a storm-resistant roof,
helping to reduce storm damage.

SB61 (Sen. Luneau)

Committee: Insurance

This bill regulates how insurance companies can use your credit information when setting rates
or approving personal insurance policies.
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SB62 (Sen. Luneau)

Committee: Insurance

This bill requires the state insurance commissioner to review and stop any insurance premium
rates that are considered too high.

SB235 (Sen. Duplessis)

Committee: Senate Revenue & Fiscal Affairs

This bill gives a tax credit to low-income individuals who pay for homeowners insurance,
helping to ease the financial burden for households making up to 200% of the federal poverty
level.

VOTING RIGHTS

HB405 (Rep. Willard)

Committee: House & Governmental Affairs

This bill requires the Secretary of State to clearly share and publish any changes in election
laws so voters can stay informed.

HB487 (Rep. Jordan)

Committee: House & Governmental Affairs

This bill redraws the boundaries for state House of Representatives districts to reflect
population changes.

HB488 (Rep. Jordan)

Committee; House & Governmental Affairs

This bill redraws the boundaries for state Senate districts to ensure fair representation based
on updated population data.
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WORKFORCE & ENTREPRENEURSHIP

HB429 (Rep. Boyd)

Committee: House Labor & Industrial Affairs

This bill makes it illegal to discriminate against someone at work based on their gender identity
or sexual orientation.

SB205 (Sen. Carter)

Committee: Senate Labor & Industrial Affairs

This bill bars employers from asking about past wages, allows employees to discuss pay, and
protects them from punishment for doing so.

““Earning a livable wage impacts all the
other policy issues.”

Alexandria Resident
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“What we can’t legislate, we will litigate.”

Baton Rouge Resident
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SAFETY & CRIMINAL JUSTICE

HB208 (Rep. Villio)

Committee: Criminal Justice

This bill restricts the rules about when someone in prison can be released early through good
behavior (diminution of sentence) or become eligible for parole.

HB214 (Rep. Villio)

Committee; Criminal Justice

This bill changes how and when someone’s probation can be revoked, possibly affecting how
quickly or under what conditions a person returns to jail or prison.

HB445 (Rep. Villio)

Committee: Criminal Justice

This bill increases the instances and likelihood Juvenile court records can be made public,
negatively changing privacy protections for young residents.

SB74 (Sen. Seabaugh)

Committee: Judiciary C

This bill gives district courts authority over felony cases involving juveniles aged 15 or older,
while special juvenile courts would handle all misdemeanors and felony cases for those under
15.

QUALITY OF LIFE

SB149 (Sen. Seabaugh)

Committee: Sen. Revenue & Fiscal
This bill ends Louisiana’s state earned income tax credit starting in 2026, removing a financial
benefit currently available to many low- and moderate-income working families.
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VOTING RIGHTS

SB458 (Rep. Beaulieu)

Committee: House & Governmental

This bill unjustly redraws the 105 Louisiana House of Representatives districts ignoring the
State’s population data and seeks to take effect immediately for the 2027 election and in
January 2028 for all other purposes.

SB4 (Sen. Lambert)

Committee: Senate & Gov. Affairs

This bill allows political candidates or campaigns to place signs on public school athletic fields
and gymnasiums if they pay for the space.

“Fear is generational. Our communities need
leadership who will fight for them.”

Lake Charles Resident
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ACT NOW: HOW WE CAN ALL ADVOCATE

Urban League of Louisiana implores all residents to engage in the legislative
process by contacting their legislators and bill committee members.

How can | submit a public comment?

Members of the public can appear in person to make a public statement during
committee meetings. You will be asked to complete a color-coded witness card
to indicate your support for an item (green) or opposition (red). You can submit
a statement in advance by emailing members of a committee in advance. You
can check the posted agenda for a meeting to find the exact deadline to submit
a prepared statement in advance. Comments are typically due the day prior to
the committee meeting in order to be distributed to the committee members in
advance. To learn more about contacting your representatives click here.

How can | see what bills are scheduled for a particular committee?
Click here to see the upcoming meetings schedule and click on the meeting to see
the agenda that will include the bills that will be heard.

How can | see who serves on a committee and find their contact information?
Click here to see what legislators are on each committee. It lists the members and
links to their individual pages and also includes their contact information.

How can | advocate alongside the Urban League of Louisiana at the State
Legislature?
Join our coalition here.

Social Media Action

Post about your support or opposition to a bill on your social media accounts,
tagging the appropriate legislators. You can also write a Letter to the Editor or
submit an op ed to your local newspaper.

Additional Questions?
Click here to visit the official LA Legislative FAQ page.
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https://legis.la.gov/Legis/ByCmte.aspx
https://legis.la.gov/Legis/Committees.aspx?c=H
https://urbanleaguela.org/form-view/105?preview=true
https://legis.la.gov/legis/HowDoI.aspx

GET IN TOUCH:

Urban League of Louisiana’s Policy and Social Justice Team

Tyronne B. Walker
Vice President for Policy, Strategic Partnerships and Development
twalker@urbanleaguela.org

Charles E.J. Phipps
Senior Director for Policy, Advocacy & Legal Affairs
cphipps@urbanleaguela.org

John West
Advocacy Director
jwest@urbanleaguela.org

Urban League of
Louisiana

4640 S. Carrollton Avenue | New Orleans, LA 70119
(504) 620-2332 | www.urbanleaguela.org
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